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Return of the Gourmet Comfort Classic

After a two-year hiatus due to Covid, The Gourmet Comfort 
Classic returned in 2022 to an enthusiastic and generous 
crowd! HopeSpoke’s guests gathered to sample the Best 
Southern Comfort Food and vote on their favorite, while providing 
crucial support for youth and families seeking mental health 
services. Attendees and sponsors generously raised more 
than $92,000 to support all of HopeSpoke’s programs for 
children, teens, families, and adults across the lifespan.

Leaders in Mental Health Awards were presented to retired 
Lancaster County Juvenile Court Judges Linda Porter and 
Toni (Thorson) Sampson. Al Rouse was named HopeSpoke’s 
Volunteer of the Year.

Thank you to this year’s participating chefs, event sponsors, 
and each of you who contributes to HopeSpoke’s mission.

Right: The  Hon. Toni (Thorson) Sampson, Katie McLeese Stephenson,  
HopeSpoke Executive Director, and the Hon. Linda Porter.



Dear  Friends,

We never dreamed the pandemic would last so long or have such an effect on our community 
and world. The impact on mental health has been tremendous and multifaceted. 

HopeSpoke was founded in 1949 by concerned citizens to respond to community needs. 
Through your support, we’ve proudly carried this compassion with us over the past 73 years. 

Mental health issues and trauma are hard for anyone to overcome. HopeSpoke plays an 
invaluable role in inspiring children and adults to build the skills they need to move forward 
and be successful.

This work matters now more than ever. Thank you for continuing to make our community a 
better place—full of happy, hopeful, healthy families.  

Warmly, 

 
Katie McLeese Stephenson, MSW    Kelley Peterson 
Executive Director     Board President, 2021-2022

Kelley Peterson

Katie McLeese Stephenson



Service Spokes

Crisis & Residential Services
Youth-In-Crisis provides suicide assessments,  
transitional counseling, and case management 
to youth being detained at Lancaster County 
Youth Services Center. Last year, 245 youth 
were served.

The Therapeutic Group Home provides a 
holistic, trauma informed, strength-based 
approach to males ages 13-18 who have 
demonstrated sexually reactive behaviors. Last 
year, 30 youth were served. 

Extended Day Treatment Program
Operating daily after school and during the 
summer, the Extended Day Treatment Program 
provides children with treatment for trauma  
and behavioral challenges. Last year,  
51 children were served.

Outpatient Services
Clinical staff provide assessment, treatment 
planning and individual, family, and group 
therapy services for children ages 1-19 and  
their families, as well as adults. Last year,  
396 people were served.

School Programs 
A variety of mental health services are  
provided within the school setting for students 
at Lincoln Public Schools who are in need of  
therapy. Last year, 282 students were served. 

CHOICES provides programming for students 
identified at risk for substance using behavior 
including group and individual therapy. Last year, 
41 students were served.



2021-2022 Impact

12,341 sessions provided to children, adults, 
and families in the Outpatient program

9,493 hours of milieu therapy provided to 
children in the Extended Day Treatment 
Program 

2,096 number of sessions provided to youth 
at the Youth Services Center  through 
Youth in Crisis program

637 collective years of service by 98 
HopeSpoke staff

16 Lincoln Public Schools with 
HopeSpoke services 
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The state-accredited school at HopeSpoke’s Therapeutic 
Group Home for boys combines education, therapy, and 
fun. Students range in age from 13 to 18, with many  
backgrounds, gaps in school credits, and educational 
goals to meet. At the beginning of each day, the boys  
evaluate their needs and how they will be most  
successful. “Kids know what they need and how they 
learn best,” says Ms. Amanda, their teacher.

In addition to schoolwork, the boys participate in  
activities like art projects, yoga, and slam poetry to find 
new ways to process trauma and express themselves. A 
favorite activity is the ropes course. This challenging  
outdoor adventure provides an opportunity to learn 
teamwork, problem-solving, and leadership. Many of 
these youth had given up on school and graduation 
before arriving at the Group Home, but this unique, 
well-rounded approach to education gives them renewed 
hope!

For more success stories, visit hopespoke.org

Empowered in Education
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By The Numbers

Gender
Male   50%
Female  50%

HopeSpoke is proud to serve a diverse group of individuals from across our community. Data below represents 
individuals and families served in the Outpatient Program. 

Age
1-5     
6-12     
13-18   
19+     

Income
$0      5%
$1-$19,999    27%
$20,000-$34,999   26%
$35,000 - $49,999   13%
$50,000+     11%
Not collected        18%

1%
40%
44%
15%

Race
American Indian/Alaskan Native  
Asian     
Black/African American  
Multiracial    
White     
Other     
Declined to Report/Not Collected  
 

Ethnicity
Hispanic/Latino   
Not Hispanic/Latino  
Declined to Report/Not Collected 

2%
1%
8%

10%
62%
5%

12%

14%
58%
28%



Give a Gift of Hope

Through kind gifts like yours, HopeSpoke can 
continue to play an invaluable role in providing  
children and families with the skills to feel empowered  
and be successful – helping them to heal,  
be courageous and find strength to live well. 

Please visit HopeSpoke.org or mail your  
generous gift to: 

HopeSpoke  |  2444 O Street  |  Lincoln, NE 68510

To make  your gift by phone, call 402.475.7666

Thank you for making our community a better  
place – full of happy, hopeful, healthy families.

 
HopeSpoke is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Your donation is  

tax-deductible and translates into support for the hundreds of children and 

families seeking mental health care at HopeSpoke with each year.



6 to 6 Auto Service/ 
Christina and Dean 
Phelps
ABC Electric
Abel Foundation
Michele Ackerman
Dora Adam
Jo Adams
Advanced Engineering 
Systems, Inc
ALLO
Lily Amare
Amazon Smile
Ameritas
Amy Anderson
Emmy and Blake 
Anderson
Joan Anderson
Wendi and Mark 
Anderson
Anonymous
Jill and Les Anson
Regan Anson

Wendy and Chris Apple
Assurity Life Insurance
Jeanne Baer
Christena Baker
James Baker
Pam Baker
Maureta and Dave 
Barnhouse
Dr. Katherine Bass
Michael Baumgartner
Ellen and Pat Beans
Susan and Chris Becker
Catherine Beedle
Dustyn Behm
Breanna Bendl
Debbie and Kevin 
Benesch
Jennifer and Rob 
Bennetts
Patty Beutler
Dr. Nancy and Jim Biggs
D’Arcy and Jim Blosser
Blue Key Honorary

Bobby’s Dancewear
Brian Bock
Becky and Bob Bockrath
Emily Bontrager
Carly Bool
Rachel Boshart
Lanny Boswell
Sue and Dick Boswell
Shelley and Randy Bouwens
McKenna Bradley
Justin Brady
Jeanne Brandner
Beatty and John Brasch
Brester Construction
Brigata / Becky and 
Solomon Spataro
Michelle and Jerald 
Bring
Dr. Beth Ann Brooks
Penelope Brown
Sarah and Jason 
Brownell
Jean Brozek

Bryan Health
Emily Buchanan
Robert Buncic
Dori Bush
Kathy Byorth
Andrew Campbell
Kathy and Dick 
Campbell
Kim-Yen Cao
Jamie Cardwell Gemmell 
and Nate Gemmell
Jenny and Dr. Tom 
Cardwell
Robert Cardwell
Ann and Lanny Carlson
Sean Carmichael
Pam Carrier
Kathy Carstenson
Jennifer Carter and Andy 
Barry
Anne and J.P. Caruso
Cheryl and Bob 
Catherall

Cattle Bank and Trust
Joseph Cave
Karen Chaney
Bruce Chapman
Chateau Development 
LLC
Elizabeth Chramosta
Colleen Christensen
Marilyn and Bill Cintani
Ginna and Rich 
Claussen
Cline Williams Wright 
Johnson & Oldfather
The Coffee Roaster
Community Health 
Endowment
Complete Children’s 
Health
Jay Conrad and David 
Clark
Jennifer Conway and 
Dean Folkers
Cooper & Co
Cooper Foundation

Wheels of Generosity

The following individuals and organizations have made gifts to support HopeSpoke’s mission between July 1, 
2021 and June 30, 2022: 



Geraldine Cotter
Courtyard by Marriott 
Lincoln/Downtown 
Haymarket
Andrew Cox
Denise Craig
Annie and Eric Crimmins
Judi and David Cundiff
Megan D’Amour
Sally and Nick Dean
Dr. Barbara DiBernard 
and Judith Gibson
Babette Dickinson
Ann Diers
Karen and Jack Dike
D F Dillon Foundation
Diep Thi Ngoc Dinh
The Dinner Detective
Donlan Foundation
Margaret and Ken 
Donlan
Cathy and Joe 
Dorenbach
Angela Tintori Driver
Joe Duggan
Nancy and Hess Dyas

EducationQuest 
Foundation
Nancy Ehlers
Trish Ehlers
Marty and John Eischeid
Jenny Ekeler
Mark Eldred
Jessica Esquivel
Brendan Evans
Susan Ewing
Emily and Ross Faubel
Aubrianna Faustman
Trenton Fegenbush
Jenna Finch
Rev. Melissa Finlaw 
Draper
Firespring Foundation / 
Ignite Lincoln
Stephanie and Scott Fleck
Toni Fletcher
Jodi and Bruce Forbes
Forever Faithful Boutique 
/ Emily and Mike 
Osborne
Bonnie Fox
Todd Francisco

Mary Fraser Meints and 
Ray Meints
Jennifer Frasier-Davison
Steven Friesen
Lisa Fruhling
Reid Gahan
Drs. Sandra and James 
Gallentine
Jan Gauger
Sarah Gauger
Sandi and Jeff Geier
Hon. Lawrence Gendler
Chad Gerking
Arianne Gesell
Jessie Gibbens
Korby Gilbertson Munger 
and Mark Munger
Brad Gilbreath
Doris and Ken Gilbreath
Giving Realty
Judith and Paul Gobbo
Jocelyn Golden
Gorman LLC / Brittney 
and Andy Gorman
Sarah and Dave Graff
Daniel Grasso
Amy and Dr. Nate Green

Dawn and Michael 
Green
James Griesen
Mary Jane Gruba and 
Tom Ineck
Michelle Grummert
Nancy Gum
Kim Hachiya
Lisa and Mick Hale
Karla Jean Halpine
Sarah Hansen
Sen. Matt Hansen
Amanda Hanson
Harbor of Dreams 
Foundation
Mohammed Hasan
Staci Hass
Sharon Hastings
Brooke Hay
Marcia and Bruce Healey
Healthy Blue Nebraska
Jill Heese
Mary and Dr. Gregory 
Heidrick
Alicia and Steve 
Henderson 

Priscilla Henkelmann and 
Dr. Sandy Grossbart
Russ Hewitt
Katy Hilgenkamp
Hillcrest Country Club
Karen Hippensteel
Wynn Hjermstad
Beverly Hoagland
Nathan Hoeckelman
Elizabeth Holdren
Katie Hollander
Julia and Jay Holmquist
Jane Holtzclaw
Kimberly Homsey
Deb Hood
Madison Hooper
Jill Hoover
Julie and Fred Hoppe
Debbra Hoy
Brenda and Larry 
Hudecek
Caroline Hug
Joan Hulme
Jennie Hunter
Larry Hutt
Hy-Vee



Rachel and Shane Ideus
Ivanna Cone
Nancy and Bill Janike
Carol and Mike Jess
Jennifer and Erik 
Johannes
Gina Johns
Amy Johnson
Barbara Johnson Frank 
and Alan Frank
Mary Johnson
Rebecca Johnson
Michael Jorgenson
Melisa Jurgens
Kimberly and Mark 
Kaufman
Kathy and Bob Keasling
Barbara and Con Keating
Susie Keisler-Munro and 
Mike Munro
Deb and Mike Kerrey
Dan Kessler
KidGlov
Katie Kinsella-Boles
Chad Klein
Timoree Klinger

Linda Knox and Kit 
Boesch
Ardith Korver
Patrick Kreifels and Kevin 
Zubrod
Anne and Sam Kruse
Halley and Chad Kruse
Karen Kuhn
Whitney and Shaun Kuhn
Shelly and Alan Kulhanek
Mia Lambertsen
Melissa Landis
Melodee and David 
Landis
Julie and Joel Lavicky
Tony Lazarowicz
Miriam and Richard 
LeBlanc
Leslie Lee
Lisa and Mitch Lee
Kathy Leeper
Carrol and Greg Lemon
Brandee Lengel
Anita Leonard
Gaye and John Leonard
Drs. Karla and Darek 
Lester

Deborah and Peter 
Levitov
Leslie and Dan Levy
Lied Center for 
Performing Arts
Lincoln Center Kiwanis
Lincoln Children’s Zoo
Lincoln Community 
Foundation
Lincoln/Lancaster 
County Keno Human 
Services Prevention Fund
Lincoln Parks and 
Recreation
Lincoln Woman’s Club
Randall Lind
Courtney and Dave 
Lockridge
Lisa Long
Lost In Float
Cathy Maasdam
Nicolette Machado
Michael Madcharo
John Mader
Lisa and Robert Madsen
Mana Games
Laurie Martinez

Suzzanne and Greg 
Maschman
Linda and Peter 
Maslowski
Natalie Massie
Tracey and Steve Maul
Charlene Maxey-Harris
Beth McCabe
Laryssa McFadyen
Landyn McHugh
Heidi and Chris McInerny
Sara and Bob McInerny
Rebecca and Tom 
McKinney
Jody and Doug McLeese
Dr. Katharine and David 
McLeese
Maria and Don McLeese
Suzanne and Richard 
McLeese
Reynold McMeen
Meadow Lane Pool
Medica Foundation
Betty Medinger
Ken Meier
Sydney Meister
Jennifer Mercer

Brad Meyer
Cheryl and Pat Meyer
Alicia Micek
Dave Miers
Kim Miller
Shannon Mitchell 
Boekstal
Molina Healthcare
Molly Moller
Drs. Marilyn and David 
Moore
Shawn Moosel
Brenda Mueller
Kim Robak and Bill 
Mueller
Angie and Dan 
Muhleisen
Kim Munnis
Nature’s Logic Natural 
Pet Products
Ann and Dr. John Neal
Nebraska Association for 
the Education of Young 
Children
Nebraska Lottery
Nebraska Total Care
Nelnet



Phyllis and Stephen 
Nelsen
Jonathan Nelson
Teri and J. Scott Nelson
Network for Good
Dr. Gwendolyn Newkirk
Ginger and Jim Nissen
Yvonne Norton Leung
Nothing Bundt Cakes
Julie and James Nygren
Corinne and Patrick 
O’Brien
Sheila O’Connor
Cynthia and Turan 
Odabasi
Of The Earth
Colleen and Rob Ogden
Rosemary and Dr. Fred 
Ohles
Olsson Family Foundation
Omaha Henry Doorly 
Zoo and Aquaruiam
Open Harvest
David Osmond
Mary Paine
Gail Parde

Jade Patterson
Audrey Paulson
Karen Peppmuller
Elaine and Richard Peters
Kristi Peters
Kelley and Lee Peterson
Mary and Brian Pfoltner
Roxie and Dick Pickel
Glenda Pierce
Pinnacle Bank
Sheree Pokorny
Victoria Pooler
Gerald Poppe
Hon. Linda Porter
Kevin Powell
Sarah Powers
Jackie Prater
Jan and Keith Prettyman
Courtney and Adam 
Proctor
Gail and Terry Prokop
Barbara and Benjamin 
Rader
Petronela Radu
Jane Raglin Holt

Michaela and Nate 
Rasmussen
Monte Rasmussen
Venetia Reimnitz
Max Reiner
Kelli Reising
Candra Reynolds
Dr. Guy Reynolds
Izzy Reynolds
Marleen and Bryan 
Rickertsen
Katie and Russ Ripa
Lindsey Roark
Becki Roberts and Jeff 
Smith
Micki Roberts
Paige and Matt Roberts
Russ Roberts
Edward and Lida 
Robinson Charitable Trust
Parker Robinson
Linda Robinson Rutz and 
Phillip Mullin
Dawn and Brian Rockey
Kristoffer Rogers
Lacey and David Rohe

Barb and Mike Romberg
Judy and Bill Roper
Lynn and Dana Roper
Jessamine Ross
Runza
Russ’s Market
Debbie Russell
Kathleen Rutledge and 
Ted Kooser
Susan Rutledge
Kimberly Rutten
Megan and Curt Ruwe
Heidi Sailer
Hon. Toni (Thorson) 
Sampson and John 
Sampson
Sampson Construction 
Co.
Sapp Bros Inc
Susan Sapp and Jerry 
Shoecraft
Jenna Satterly
Dr. Mario Scalora
Schaefer’s / Ron Romero
Lisa and Brad Schiltz
Liz and Ed Schulenberg

Diane and Terry 
Schumacher
Nan Schweiger
Sandy Scofield and Bob 
Wickersham
Ashly Scott
Jeanne and Bart Scott
Stephanie Ann Scott
Ted Scott and John 
Lefevre
Mark T. and Margaret 
L. Seacrest Family 
Foundation
Marcee Seng
Servicemaster PBM / 
Angela and Jon Paolini
Jennifer and Bret 
Shannon
Dottie and Dr. Bob 
Shapiro
Sue Shear
Emily Shelstad
Kevin Shinn
Bennie Shobe
Michael Shoemaker
Corine and Norman 
Simon



Austin Simpson
Sinclair Hille
Heather Sisel
Sisterhood of Faith Group 
at St. Mark’s United 
Methodist Church
Ashley Sitzman
Elizabeth Skarp
Sleepy Bees Lavender 
Farm
Amy Smith
Arta Smith
Julie Smith
Tracey and David Smith
Deb Sougey
Spruce Hair Co
Michelle St. Clair
Matt Stanton
State Farm Companies 
Foundation
Lonnie Steggs
Mary Steiner
Deila Steiner
Katie McLeese 
Stephenson and Rhett 
Stephenson

Rick Stephenson
Kelly Stepp
Karen and Ray Stevens
Tammy Stevenson
Diane Stewart
Jean Stewart
Keith Stieneke
James Stiles
Sherly Stine
Anna and Jim Strasheim
Jane Stricker
Jane and W. Scott Stuart
Barb and Jim Stuart III
James Stuart III Family 
Foundation
Susan Sehnert Stuart
Lily Sughroue and John 
Fricke
Suzanne and Scott 
Sughroue
Dr. Bess Sullivan Scott 
and Ross Scott
Rachael Surmick
Sutton Dermatology and 
Aesthetics
Stacy Svoboda

Katie Taddeucci
Lori Teaford
Telesis Inc.
Janice and Dick Tetherow
Kelly and Tom Theilen
Janice Thelen
Judith Thompson
Kathy Thuman
Josie Tidball
Dr. Betsy Tonniges
Shirley Travis
Jeanine and Jay Trofholz
Chad Trofholz
Cheryl Turner
Tyson Foods
Russ Uhing
Kathie and Arlyn 
Uhrmacher
UNICO Group
Union Bank & Trust
United Way of Lincoln 
and Lancaster County
Laura Uridil
Jessica Vetter
The Viking Foundation

Vintage Cork
Rebecca Volkmer
Irene Von Spreckelsen
Tana and Jeremy 
Wagener
Marlene and Jim Wagner
Boots Primavera Wailes 
and Kevin Wailes
Alicia Waltman
Katherine and Kirk 
Warren
Kali Wathen
Carol and Jim Watson
Lori and Scott Wennstedt
Tracy and Mike Wesely
Danielle White
Marcia White
Victoria White
Kristi and John Whitmer
Mae Whitmer
David Wiebe
Judy and Ross Wilcox
Janice Williams
Dayle Williamson
Willow Run Farm Co
Bobbie Wilson

Jon Wilson
Michele Wilson
Susan and Dr. Rick 
Windle
Lyn and Neil Wineman
Margee Bartle and  
Terry Wittler
Tiffany Wittrock
Linda and Jack Wolfe
Rudi Wolfe
Kelsey Wood
Woodmen of the World 
Lodge 264
Woods Charitable Fund
Deb Worth Black
Nancy and Greg Worth
Deb and Brad Yeutter
JoAnne and Scott Young
Natalya Young
Miriah Zajic
Jane and Norman  
Zuhlke
Pat and Frank 
Urzedowski



Probation

Financial Forward Motion

Strategic decisions allowed us to build stability  
and invest over $6.5 million in bringing hope  
and healing to nearly 827 children and  
families in 2021-2022. 

 49%  Medicaid

 12%  Region V

   9%  Probation

   7%  Special Education    
 6%  Contributions

 6% Grants

 4%  Contracts

 4%  United Way and JBC

 2%  Private Insurance

 >1%  Client Fees

 >1%  St. Francis Ministries & DHHS

 >1%  Other

REVENUE

Medicaid

Region V

Contracts

Grants

United Way and JBC
Contributions

Special Education

O
ther

Private Insurance

St. Francis

Fees

Probation

PPP Loan 



 35%  Therapeutic Group Home

 28%  Outpatient Programs

 16%  Administration 
 13%  Extended Day Treatment

 5%  Community Programming 
 4%  Fundraising

EXPENSES



 

Leadership Team

Katie McLeese Stephenson, MSW, Executive Director
Wendi Anderson, MSEd, LIMHP, Outpatient Services Director
Whitney Kuhn, MPA, Community & Employee Engagement Director
Jackie Prater, LICSW, Extended Day Treatment Program Director
Becki Roberts, Development Director 
Pat Sailors, MA, LIMHP, Crisis & Residential Services Director
Brad Schiltz, Finance Director 
Kelly Theilen, Human Resources Director

Kelley Peterson, President
Regan Anson, President-Elect
Dr. Bess Suillivan Scott, Secretary
Tracey Smith, Treasurer
Lily Amare
Ellen Beans*
McKenna Bradley
Anne Caruso
Karen Chaney
Dave Graff
Russ Hewitt
Chad Kruse

2020-2021 Board of Directors

2444 O Street , Lincoln, NE 68510    
402.475.7666  HopeSpoke.org

Funded in part by the Department of Health  
and Human Services and Region V Systems

Mitch Lee
Charlene Maxey Harris
Chris McInerny
Betty Medinger*
Michaela Rasmussen*
Megan Ruwe
Ted Scott*
Julie Smith
Lily Sughroue

*Joined Board in July 2022  


