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“ It’s so nice to be a spoke in the wheel,  
one that helps turn, not one that hinders.” 

 —Gertrude Bell



Dear Friends,

Thank you for helping make this past year one of our most exciting yet.  
Child Guidance Center served more children and families than ever before  
(1,841 to be exact) and we rebranded ourselves as HopeSpoke. 

“Hope” evokes a feeling of promise and possibility, while “spoke” depicts  
progressing together, in the same way a spoke helps a wheel further advance.

Through this report, we invite you to see how HopeSpoke continues to inspire  
children and families to move forward – to heal, be courageous and find the  
strength to live well.

As we embark on our 70th year, we thank you for your support in helping us to  
make our community a better place – full of happy, hopeful, healthy families.

With gratitude,

Katie McLeese Stephenson     Jennifer Carter 
Executive Director     Board President

Jennifer Carter

Katie McLeese Stephenson



Service Spokes

Crisis & Residential Services
Youth-In-Crisis provides suicide assessments,  
transitional counseling, and case management 
to youth being detained at Lancaster County 
Youth Services Center. Last year, 477 youth 
were served.

Therapeutic Group Home provides a holistic, 
trauma informed, strength-based approach  
to males ages 13-18 who have demonstrated  
sexually reactive behaviors. Last year,  
28 youth were served. 

Extended Day Treatment Program
Operating daily after school and during the 
summer, the Extended Day Treatment Program 
provides children with treatment for trauma  
and behavioral challenges. Last year,  
63 children were served.

Outpatient Services
Master’s level therapists and psychologists 
provide assessment, treatment planning and 
therapy services for children ages 1-19 and  
their families, as well as adults. Last year,  
858 people were served.

School Programs 
A variety of mental health services are  
provided within the school setting for students 
at Lincoln Public Schools who are in need of  
therapy. Last year, 322 students were served. 

Choices and Pilots for Change provide  
programming for students identified at risk  
for substance using behavior including group and 
individual therapy. Last year, 48 students  
were served.



2017-2018 IMPACT

1,841children & adults served

57 children & adults received  
Short-Term Crisis Response Therapy

48 students received substance abuse  
resources through the Choices Program

43 families served by  
Active Parenting Program

1outpatient therapist added 
to Safe Schools Program



“ HopeSpoke helped  

my family move beyond 

crisis to a hopeful and  

productive future.” 

 —Adoptive mom



Happy & Hopeful

The struggle IS real. Emotional hardships are challenging for anyone to overcome,  
especially when you’re a kid. When things feel hopeless, HopeSpoke helps children  
and families find confidence. 

When “Brynn” was nine years old, she was removed from her home. Her parents’  
substance-use and domestic violence issues made her living environment no longer safe.

Fortunately for Brynn, a loving family member was willing to adopt her. However,  
she still needed help coping with the loss of her parents and making transitions,  
like accepting her cousins as siblings.

Thanks to HopeSpoke, Brynn received mental health therapy in her elementary school. 
She was able to heal and now leads a happy and hopeful life with her adopted family.

Help us tell more stories of success by supporting our mission at HopeSpoke.org.



Leader Award  
Congratulations to ABC Electric and the Whitmer Family  
for receiving the 2018 Leader in Children’s Mental Health Award.  
Mae Whitmer, her daughter Lori Wennstedt, and son John Whitmer  
and spouses have been longtime supporters of our mission.



BENEFACTOR  
$10,000+
Abel Foundation 

Anonymous 

Community Health  
Endowment of Lincoln 

Dillon Foundation  

Lincoln Community  
Foundation  

Rogers Foundation  

Mark & Margaret Seacrest 
Family Foundation 

United Way of Lincoln & 
Lancaster County  

Mae Whitmer in memory of  
Bill Whitmer & in honor of  
Lori Wennstedt 

Woods Charitable Fund 

VISIONARY  
$5,000-$9,999
ABC Electric  

Ameritas Charitable  
Foundation  

Keno Human Services 
Prevention Fund  

State of Nebraska  
Workforce Development

Union Bank & Trust 

John & Kristi Whitmer 

CHAMPION 
$2,500-$4,999
Jenny & Tom Cardwell

Chateau Development LLC

Cline Williams Wright  
Johnson and Oldfather LLC

Duncan Family Trust  

Korby Gilbertson  

David & Katharine McLeese 

Nelnet Foundation  

Monte Rasmussen  

Edward & Lida Robinson 
Charitable Trust  

Lori & Scott Wennstedt 

ADVOCATE  
$1,000-$2,499
Ameritas  

Anonymous 

Assurity  

Nancy & Jim Biggs 

Bryan Health 

Kathy & Dick Campbell 

Campbell for Legislature 

Doug & Mary Carper 

Jennifer Carter &  
Andre Barry  

James & Sandra Gallentine 

Jordin Gorka  

Sandi Hansen  

Horizon Food Service  
(dba Burger King) 

Mitch & Lisa Lee  

Ann & John Neal  

Stephen & Phyllis Nelsen

Penelope’s Lil’ Café  

Pinnacle Bank  

Curt & Megan Ruwe 

Ted Scott/Medallion  
Custom Homes  

Mark & Margaret Seacrest

State Farm Companies 
Foundation  

Katie McLeese Stephenson & 
Rhett Stephenson

Susan S. Stuart  

UNICO Group, Inc.  

United Health Care  
Community Plan  
of Nebraska

WellCare  

Mark & Chris Whitehead

Christie Higgins Wilcox

David Wysong  

HERO  
$500-$999
Wendy Apple  

Pat & Ellen Beans 

Rich & Ginna Claussen

Edward Copple 

Rebecca Dacus 

Sarah Frederick 

Michelle Grummert 

Fred & Julie Hoppe

Bill & Nancy Janike

Deb & Mike Kerrey

Heather Kreitman-Maxson

Lincoln Industries 

David & Tracy Lockwood

Barbara Long 

Doug & Jody McLeese

Glen Moss 

Kimberly Munnis 

Gwen Newkirk 

J. Scott & Terri Nelson

Sean & Marla Payant

Julie Rickertsen 

Joe & Sheryl Roberts

Jessamine Ross  

Susan Sapp 

Brad & Lisa Schiltz 

Michael Spadt 

Wheels of Generosity

HopeSpoke is fortunate to have so many generous supporters like these: 



James Sutherland 

Roxanne & Scott Swanson 

Debra & Arthur Thompson Jr. 

Russ Uhing 

Jim & Marlene Wagner

Greg & Nancy Worth

SUPPORTER  
$100-$499
ABJ Hauling LLC 

Elizabeth Abel 

Angela Amack 

Joan Anderson 

Wendi & Mark Anderson  

Anonymous 

Allen Applegarth 

Pam Baker 

Dave & Marti Barnhouse

Barbara & Robert Bartle

Susan Bauer 

Michael Baumgartner

Dustyn & Kaci Behm

Kevin Benesch 

John & Marilyn Bernthal

Sally Bodtke 

Deb Boehle 

Dick & Sue Boswell

Anne & Brad Brandt

John & Beatty Brasch

Roger & Mary Bruning

Diane Butherus 

Shelby Byler 

Chris Carberry 

Robert Cardwell 

Sean Carmichael 

Ron & Karen Case 

Ernesto Castillo 

Bob & Cheryl Catherall

Cattle Bank & Trust 

Steven Christophersen

Jennifer Cintani 

Deb Cirksena &  
Sändra Washington 

Kristen Cline 

Martin Coleman 

Anne & Thomas Conroy 

John Coogan 

Dr. Daniel & Lynn R. Cronk

Carol Crumpacker 

Lorrie Dahl 

Janet Day 

Erin Dempsey 

Curt & Kandy Denker

Timothy Depue 

Alicia Dittenber 

Melissa Draper & Bill Finlaw

Kim Duryea 

Nancy & Hess Dyas

David & Elaine Dyke

Katie Ely 

Gary Essary 

Paula Fankhauser 

Julie Finnegan 

First Lutheran Church 

Debra Fisher 

Barbara & Alan Frank

Linda & Bruce Friedrich

Amber Fry 

Natasha Gartin  

Adam Gaspar 

Jan Gauger 

Sandi & Jeff Geier 

Bradley Gilbreath &  
Patrick Sailors 

Ken & Doris Gilbreath

Diane Green 

Zachary Grove 

W.J. & Ruth Hannah

Matt Hansen 

Priscilla Henkelmann &  
Sandy Grossbart 

Peggy Hiestand 

Kimberly Homsey 

John & Susan Hoppe

Kirsten Huddleston 

Jerry & Lois Idt 

Bonnie Jacobsen 

Marnie Jensen 

Missy Jurgens 

Bob & Kathy Keasling

Barbara & Con Keating

Rebecca Keep 

Stephen Kepler 

KidGlov 

Kipp & Jenny Kissinger

Ken & Liz Koop 

Victoria Kovar Grasso

Mark Krieger 

Brian Kruse 

Travis Lamb 

David Lang  

Sandra Larson 

Obede Lasu 

Susan Larson Rodenburg

Chris & Resa Lavicky

Amanda Ledin 

Drew & Marcia Lepinski

Ruth Lester 

Peter Levitov 

Becky Luzum 

Betty Marx 

Suzzanne & Greg Maschman

Linda Maslowski 

Natalie Massie 

Charlene Maxey-Harris

Julia & Jay Holmquist

Richard & Suzanne McLeese

Betty Medinger 

Ken Meier 

David & Jenny Mercer

Pat Meyer 

Nancy Millett 

Dave & Marilyn Moore

Network for Good 

Jim Nissen 

Bill & Romney Olson



Lorraine Pallesen 

Galen Payne 

Connie Pearson 

Edgar Pearlstein 

Julie Petersen 

Kelley Peterson 

Dick & Roxy Pickel 

Diane Podany 

Erin Polacek 

Linda Porter 

Jackie Prater 

Raising Cane’s 

Kathy Reedy 

Russ & Katie Ripa  

Lamont Richards &  
Nan Schweiger 

Susan Robak 

Paige Roberts 

Dawn Rockey 

Lacey & David Rohe

Kimberly Rutten 

Heidi Sailer 

Jeffrey Schmidt 

Ed & Liz Schulenberg

Lynne Schuller 

Bart & Jeanne Scott

Vi See 

Dorothy Shapiro 

Jessica Sidders  

Corine & Norman Simon

Sisterhood of Faith Group  
at St. Mark’s UMC 

Julie Smith 

Thomas Starr 

Lonnie Steggs 

Mary Steiner 

Ray Stevens  

Tammy Stevenson 

Jean Stewart in memory  
of Reece Benesch  

Rick Stephenson 

Shari Stock 

Stacy Svoboda 

Katie Taddeucci 

Betsy Tonniges 

Angela Tucci 

Lisa Vail 

Pamela J. Wealand  

Kiersten Wieman &  
Mike Huddleston  

Chuck & Donna Wilcox

Ross & Judy Wilcox 

Ann Willet 

Nancy Forst Williamson

Bobbie Wilson 

Lyn Wineman 

Linda Wolfe 

Charlie Wright 

William Workman 

FRIEND  
$1-$99
Michele Ackerman 

Pete Allman 

Regan Anson 

James & Teresa Bachmann

Jerry Barnett 

Mary Barry-Magsamen

Ann Bauer 

Alisha Becker 

Lynn & Luise Berner

Bob & Jeanne Bishop

Kit Boesch 

Shelley Bouwens 

Jeanne Bradner 

Sarah Brownell 

Amber Brooks 

Stephanie Brunmeier 

Andrew Campbell 

Alex Cassidy 

Thomas Christie 

Nathan Clark 

Jay Conrad 

Corn Republic Parrot Heads

Eddie Davis 

Martin Davis 

Richard Devney 

Rich Diers 

Kevin Dinh 

Kathleen Dombrowski

Judith Dougherty 

Jim & Lynda Dyck 

Bonnie Fox  

Nadine Fricke 

Giving Assistant 

Jocelyn Golden 

Jessica Greenwald 

Robert Haack 

Ashley Hahn-May 

Carolyn Harp 

Debbie Hart 

Kim Hawekotte 

Heather Hilgers 

Wynn Hjermstad 

Rene Hodges 

Jennie Hunter 

Rosa & Bradley Irland

Kaye Jesske 

Brian Joe 

Amy Johnson 

Julie Johnson 

Sally Jones 

Bode Koepke 

Ardith Korver 

Shaun & Whitney Kuhn

Shelly Kulhanek 

Kris Loberg 

Julie & Joel Lavicky 

Erma Lawrence 

Miriam & Richard LeBlanc

Ruth Lester 

Kris Loberg 

Patricia Lombardi 



Heather Loughman 

Joyce Lundstrom 

John Mader 

David Martin  

Jessica Mayfield 

Macy McKendree 

Rebecca McKinney 

Amber Mencl 

Mariah Morgan 

Stacilyn Nauman 

Patrick Neilly 

Pam Nienaber 

Julie Nygren 

Colleen Ogden 

Mary Pack 

Jeff & Marilyn Pankoke

Drew Partridge  

Diane & Victor Pearson

Meghan Pease 

Reece Peterson 

Gerald & Lois Poppe

Christina Posvar 

Kevin Powell 

Robin Prochazka 

Barbara & Ben Rader

Petronela Radu 

Sarah Reed 

Max Reiner 

Ron Reithmuller 

Shawn Roberts 

Mark Runyan 

Kent Rogert 

Sherlonda Rush 

Gayle Saffer 

Mario Scalora 

Cheryl Schoneweis 

Melissa Schutt 

Mary Schwab 

Sarah Seite 

Marcee Seng 

Amy Smith 

Vickie Smith 

Beverly Sovey 

Jane Stavem 

Stephanie Stearley 

Jim & Anna Strasheim

Abby Swatsworth 

Bryan Sypal  

Robin Townsend  

Shirley Travis 

Chad Trofholz 

Arlyn Uhrmacher 

Alexandra Van Zandt

Jim & Karen Vlach 

Maria Vu 

Lori Wild 

Vernon & Ann Williams

Jon Wilson 

Andrea Woita 

Deb & Jerry Wright

Monica Zinke 

IN-KIND
40 Winks/Slumberland 
Furniture 

Aesthetics Inc.  

Barnes & Noble  
and Customers  

Billy’s Restaurant 

Blue Blood Brewery 

Boss’s Pizza & Chicken 

Capital View Winery 

Jennifer Carter  

ChefauChef 

Chef Karim’s Place 

Chez Hay  

Chicago Bears  

Corn Republic Parrot Heads 

Courtyard by Marriott  
Lincoln/Downtown  
Haymarket

Drury Inn Hotels  

Korby Gilbertson 

Girl Scouts Spirit  
of Nebraska 

Elly Hardekopf 

Jack Stack Barbecue 

James Arthur Vineyards

Kansas City Royals 

Diane Kavanaugh 

Deb Kerrey 

Lazlo’s, Fireworks, &  
Empyrean Brewing  
Company

Lincoln Children’s Museum

Lincoln Children’s Zoo

Lincoln Escape Room 

Lulubee Artisanal Chocolates 

Madonna ProActive 

NACRAO - Nebraska 
Association of Collegiate 
Registrars and Admissions 
Officers  

Nebraska Club 

Noodles & Company

Omaha Henry Doorly Zoo  
and Aquarium 

Parthenon 

Kelley Peterson  

Runza 

Megan Ruwe  

Susan Sapp  

Lynne Schuller 

Katie McLeese Stephenson 

Ted Scott & John LeFevre 

SouthPointe Pavilions

Stur 22 Lounge 

Sutton Dermatology  
and Aesthetics 

The Dinner Detective 

The Rogers House 

Russ Uhing 

Wilderness Ridge 

Woodland Hills Golf Course 

WunderRoost Bed  
and Breakfast

Donations given July 1, 2017 
through June 30, 2018.



Give a Gift of Hope

Through kind gifts, like yours, HopeSpoke will be  
able to continue to play an invaluable role in providing  
children and families with the skills to feel empowered  
and be successful – helping them to heal,  
be courageous and find strength to live well. 

Please go to HopeSpoke.org or mail your  
generous gift to: 

HopeSpoke  |  2444 O Street  |  Lincoln, NE 68510

Thank you for making our community a better  
place – full of happy, hopeful, healthy families.

HopeSpoke is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Your donation is  

tax-deductible and translates into support for the hundreds of  

children and families we work with each year.



Financial Forward Motion

Strategic decisions allowed us to build stability  
and invest over $5 million in bringing hope  
and healing to nearly 1,850 children and  
families in 2017-2018. Region V Probation

United Way/JBC

Grants

Contracts
Contributions

NFC

Fees
InsuranceO

ther

Medicaid

REVENUE

 45%  Medicaid

 17%  Region V

 16%  Probation

 7%  United Way/JBC

 5% Grants

 4%  Contracts

 3%  Contributions

 2%  NFC

 2%  Insurance

 1%  Other

 >1%  Fees



 37%  Outpatient Services

 26%  Residential Treatment

 14%  Administration

 12%  Extended Day Treatment

 7%  Community Programming

 4%  Fundraising

EXPENSES

Outpatient
Services

Residential 
Treatment

Administ
ra

tio
n

Extended Day
Treatment

Community

Programming

Fundraising



 

Leadership Team

Katie McLeese Stephenson, MSW, Executive Director
Wendi Anderson, MSEd, LIMHP, Outpatient Services Director
Lisa M. Bickert, MSEd, MA, Human Resources Director
Jenny Cardwell, CFRE, Development Director
Whitney Kuhn, MPA, Community & Employee Engagement Director
Jackie Prater, LICSW, Extended Day Treatment Program Director
Pat Sailors, MA, LIMHP, Crisis & Residential Services Director
Brad Schiltz, Finance Director

Jennifer Carter, President
John Neal, President-Elect  
Christine Higgins Wilcox, Secretary 
Russ Ripa, Treasurer
Kathy Campbell
Korby Gilbertson
Senator Matt Hansen 
Deb Kerrey

2017-2018 Board of Directors

2444 O Street  |  Lincoln, NE 68510   
402.475.7666 |  HopeSpoke.org

Funded in part by the Department of Health  
and Human Services and Region V Systems

Maria Lavicky   
Charlene Maxey-Harris  
Kelley Peterson 
Lacey Rohe 
Megan Ruwe
Susan Sapp
Ted Scott
Russ Uhing


